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RECOMMENDED ACTION

Hear an update on the case concerning the property at 118 Sorrento St.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City of Sugar Land Building Official deemed the property at 118 Sorrento St a Dangerous Building due to
conditions that meet the definition per the Sugar Land Code of Ordinances Sec. 3-190(a): (5) Dilapidation or
decay, or unsafe or unsanitary conditions; (6) Light, air or sanitation facilities that are inadequate to protect the
health, safety or general welfare of human beings occupying the premises; (7) Inadequate facilities for egress in
case of fire or panic or insufficient stairways, elevators, or fire escapes.

City Staff have re-inspected the property and will present the progress of the repairs/cleanup.

EXHIBITS
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CITY OF SUGAR LAND
Notice of Building Standards Commission Hearing

9/23/2013

Bonnie Marshall
PO Box 2303
Sugar Land, TX 77487

Case Number: 13-00101282

Property Address: 118 Sorrents | Parcel Number: 3500-01-000-4000-907
Legal Description: Venetian Estates Sec 1, Lot 40, Acres 363
Certified Letter#: TOL3-0600-0000-2117-5562

Dear Madam:

An inspection of property conducted on 9/18/2013 revealed conditions that constitute a safety hazard for
all occupants. The plumbmng does not appear te be functioning, and sewage has filled sections of the
buildmg. Also, the large amount of debris present inside the home could hinder egress and endanger First
Responders in the event of an emergency. Due to the conditions, the City of Sugar Land has deemed the
residence at 118 Somento St. a Dangerous Buildng per Chapter. 3, Article XII, Section 3-190 of the City
of Sugar Land Code of Ordinances.

To comply with Chapter 3, Article XTI, Section 3-190, the property will need to be vacated and either be
repared/cleared or be demolished.

A hearing of the Building Standards Commission has been scheduled for Qctober 9, 2013 at 5 PM in the
City Council Chambers of Sugar Land City Hall located at 2700 Town Center Blvd N. Sugar Land TX,
77479, Dunng the heaning, you are requu'ed to submit wnitten proof of the scope of any u.-nrk that may be
required to Cﬂlllpl]. with this article and the time it will reasonably teke to perform the work. The BmldJ.uE
Standards Commission will review all information concerming the property and will make a final
determunation regarding the actions to be taken at the property.

The City of Sugar Land may perform the work required to abate the viclation if you, the owner, fail to do
s0. The City of Sugar Land may alse place a lien on the property to recover all costs associated with the
work. A copy of this letter has alse been posted onsite. Should you have any questions, please call 281-
275-2170.

Respectfully.

Clark Peschel, CBO
Building Official

CC: Douglas Schomburg, AICP, Dir. Of Planning & Code Services
Eenneth Shavers. Deputy Building Official
Micole Guevara. BS. Code Enforcement Adomnistrator



CITY OF SUGAR LAND
BUILDING AND STANDARDS COMMISSION'S
FINDINGS AND ORDER

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON Qctober 9, 2013, the City of Sugar Land’s Building
and Standards Commission conducted a public hearing regarding the structure located at
118 Sorrento St.

After considering the evidence presented, the Commission finds that the structure is:
a safe structure,

i'& 2 an unsafe/dangerous structure based on the standards set forth in Section 3-190(a)
subsection(s)]: |
LY -
P n-"',.r".E-ﬁnI'T ELL
1} 10 Crne or more walls or other vertical structural members list, lean, or buekle to such an
extent that a plumb line passing through the center of gravity falls outside of the middle third or its
base.
7 P Exclusive of the foundation, the structure has 33 percent or more damage or
deterforation 1o the supporting member or members or 30 percent of damage or deterioration to the
RONsUpporting enclosing or outskde walls or coverings.

3 G The structure has an improperly distributed load upon the floor or roof, or an overleaded
flower or roof, or & floor or roof with insufficient strength to be reasonably safe for the purpose

ed.

4] The structure or any part thereof has been damaged by fire, wind, or other cause 1o such
an extent that it bas become dangerous to the public health, safety and welfare of the occupants or
the people of the city.

53 S The structure is in & state of dilapidation, decay, unsafe or unzanitary conditions.

) The structure does not have adequate light, air ventilation, or sanitation facilities to

wiect the health, safety or general welfare of human beings occupying the premiscs.

7 ﬁﬁs _The structure or any part thereof has inadequate means of egress in case of fire or panic

insufficient stairways, elevators, or fire escapes.

B) q&g __The structure has two or more violations of any provisions of this Code or applicable

codes, or a single violation that poses an imminent threar to life or property.

9 PO The strecture has been left unsecured from unauthorized entry to the extent that it may
be entered and utilized by vagrants as a place of harborage or may be entered and wiilized by
children as a play arca.

Having found the structure to be unsafe, the Commission also finds that the structure:

f_ﬁf’ is eccupied and poses a hazard 1o health, safety, or general welfare of the occupants and/or the
general public and must be vacated

tﬂ“_ is unsecured and must be boarded up andier fanced in such a manner to prevent unauthorized eniry
by a person, including a child, through missing or unlocked doors or windows or through other
openings into the siructurs

{55 may feasibly be repaired so that it is no longer in violation of the City’s Dangerous Structures
Crrdinance

]‘iﬂ miy not be teasibly repaired in compliznce with the City"s ordinances




IT 1S THEREFORE ORDERED THAT THE OWNER, MORTGAGEE OR
LIENHOLDER SHALL:

/ vacate the structure u.-'ithingc:l days.

/sccure the structure from unauthorized entry within 30 days, £ vASATERD

_ demolish'remove or repair [circle one] the structure within 30 days.

P{dcmolish-"remm-‘e !e one] the structure "-’-'i1hil'l{f_l__jdﬂ}'ti. in

accordance with the schedule below:
Deeadline Task

STRVCIVRE 1S UNOCCufIer  pwHiLe
ELEANING 4 NDEEWAY. o
“Asienz, A NOT INHABIT STROCULE

=

TDosl  CLeEANUE

. . _ . NoverBerZ
appear before the Commission for a compliance hearing to be held inBesember—

2013 to demonstrate compliance with this order, /g »f FPREOGREST

Since the building is being ordered demolished, the Commission recommends that
the City disconnect water and electric utilities.

ITIS FURTHER ORDERED BY THE COMMISSION THAT:

In the event that the owner, mortgagee, or lienholder shall fail to comply with this
Order in the allotted time, the City may secure the structure and may attach a lien
to the property for the expense of same in accordance with City ordinances.

Entered this 9th day of October, 2013,

<

Glenda Gundermann, City Seeretary

Chairperson




CITY OF SUGAR LAND
Notice of Building Standards Commission Hearing

10v22/13

Bonnie Marshall
PO Box 2303
Sugar Land, TX 77487

Case Number: 13-0010128%

Property Address: 118 Sorrento / Parcel Number: $500-01-000-4000-207
Legal Description: Venetian Estates Sec 1, Lot 40, Acres 363
Certified Letters: T013-0600-0000-2117-777

Dear Madam:

At a hearing of the Building Standards Commission on October 9, 2013, the Building Standards
Commission 1ssued an order requnng the repair and abatement of the structure located at 118 Somento,
Sugar Land, Texas 77478. As part of the order, the Commission required that & compliance heaning be

held regarding the property.

Wou are hereby notified that a compliance hearing has been scheduled for November 6. 2013 at 5PM m
the City Council Chambers of Sugar Land City Hall located at 2700 Town Center Blvd N, Sugar Land
TX, 77479, At this heanng you are reguested to present documentation showing work completed in
compliance with the above mentioned order. Decumentation may include work orders, invoices, or
photographs.

If you fail to show complianee with the order, the City of Sugar Land may perform the work required to
bring the property into compliance. The City of Sugar Land may also place a lien cn the property to
recover all costs associated with the work. A copy of this letter bas also been posted onsite. Should you
have any questions, please call 281-275-2170.

Respectfully,

CEe A L
Clark Peschel, CBO
Building Official

CC: Douglas Schemburg, ATCP. Dir. Of Planning & Code Services
Eenneth Shavers, Deputy Building Official
Micole Guevara, BS. Code Enforcement Administrator



118 Sorrento 5t. Timeline

September 16, 2013 — Sugar Land Fire Department responded to an emergency call at 118
Sorrento Street. Upon armival, first responders donned breathing equipment before entering the
home due to the strong odor. The conditions of the property were reported to Code
Enforcement.

September 16, 2013 — Texas Adult Protective Services and Fort Bend Social Services were
contacted and informed of the conditions.

September 17, 2013 - Adult Protective 3ervices and Fort Bend Social Services attempted to make
contact with the occupants of the property at 118 Somrento but were denied access.

September 18, 2013 — City of Sugar Land Code Enforcement cbtained an inspection warrant to
enter the property.

September 18, 2013 — City of Sugar Land Code Enforcement, Permits and Inspections, and Fire
Department staff executed the warrant and conducted an inspection of the property at 118
Sorrento 5t. Photos were taken of the conditions. The owner of the property, Bonnie Marshall,
was informed that the building is not habitable. She was given an application for the Fort Bend
Corps, and instructed to begin looking at her options for ceanup.

September 18, 2013 — City staff contacted Bonnie Marshall's daughter, Joan Marshall, about the
conditions &t the property.

September 20, 2013 — City staff contacted Bonnie Marshall to check in with her. She indicated
that she had submitted an application to the Fort Bend Corps.

September 20, 2013 - City staff contacted Jloan Marshall to reguest her email address in order to
send the documentation.

September 23, 2013 — City of Sugar Land Utilities Department staff went to the property to
verify that any leaking or damaged plumbing is not located on the City's side.

September 23, 2013 — A notice informing Bonnie Marshall that a Building Standards Commission
hearing had been scheduled was posted on the front door of the property at 118 Sorrento 5c A
copy of the notice was also sent via certified letter (7013-0500-0000-2117-5562) the same day.
September 23, 2013 — A copy of the hearing notice and photos from the inspection were
emailed to loan Marshall.

September 24, 2013 — City staff spoke to Bonnie Marshall about the notice that had been
posted at the property. Ms. Marshall was advised to begin putting together a plan for cleanup.
She was also advised to begin noting her available resources and possible repair/cleanup
timelines.

October 2, 2013 — City staff contacted Bonnie Marshall to check on her progress. Ms. Marshall
had not put together any cleanup plans. She repeatedly asked when the City was going to go
dean her house.

October 7, 2013 — Gty staff delivered the photo evidence to Adult Protective Services at the
Rosenberg office.

October 7, 2013 — City staff contacted Bonnie Marshall to check on her progress and remind her
of the hearing. She was advised to contact APS to discuss assistance options.



October 8, 2013 — City staff contacted Bonnie Marshall to check on her progress and remind her
of the hearing. She indicated the APS visited with her at the property that day.

October 8, 2013 — City staff verified with APS that a case worker met with Bonnie Marshall.
October 8, 2013 — City staff contacted Joan Marshall to remind her of the hearing and to see if
she had any questions.

October 9, 2013 — City staff contacted Bonnie Marshall to remind her of the hearing and to see if
she had any final questions.

October 9, 2013 — The Building Standards Commission held a quorum and made a determination
concerning the property at 118 Sorrento St.

October 14, 2013 — City staff contacted Bonnie Marshall to determine when a crew would begin
cleanup at the property. Ms. Marshall confirmed that work would begin the following day.
October 15, 2013 — City staff visited with Bonnie Marshall at 118 Sorrento to remind her of the
Building Standards Commissions order to vacate the property during cleanup. A copy of the
Findings Order was hand delivered to Bonnie Marshall. A Dangerous Buildings Notice was
posted onsite.

October 16, 2013 — City staff checked on the property. Work was ongoing.

October 17, 2013 — City staff checked on the property. Work was ongoing. The crew indicated
that they should be finished within a few days.

Cctober 18, 2013 — City staff checked on the property. Work was ongoing.

October 22, 2013 — City staff visited the property. The crew was in the last phase of cleanup, so
stafT briefly walked the property with Bonnie Marshall. A Notice for the hearing scheduled for
Movemnber 6, 2013 was hand delivered to Ms. Marshall during the walk through. The Notice was
sent out via certified mail (7013-0600-0000-2117-7771) as well.

October 25, 2013 — Bonnie Marshall called City Staff to request a re-inspection of the property.
She indicated that the plumbing was repaired.

October 28, 2013 — City staff conducted a re-inspection of the property. Photos were taken of
the conditions.

October 30, 2013 —Bonnie Marshall contacted City staff to ask if we had sent her the notice via
certified mail because she received a Postal Service note. Staff informed Ms. Marshall that a
copy of the Notice given to her on October 22, 2013 was sent certified as well

Movemnber 1, 2013 — City staff will conduct an additional re-inspection.



